Hantaviral antigens and antibodies in wild rodents in Portugal.
Small rodents of the species Rattus norvegicus and Rattus rattus have been captured between 1986 and 1988 in several areas of Southern Portugal. A total of 135 animal specimens were examined for hantaviral antigens in lung sections and 5 have been found positive. Some of the rodents were shown to have serum antibodies as detected by immunofluorescence in titres up to 1:256. This investigation proves for the first time the presence of Hantavirus in wild rodent populations of Portugal.